General Education Committee
Meeting Minutes
November 12, 2018 at 9 a.m.
HSS 3035
Voting Members Present: Zahid Hossain, Rebecca Oliver, Joseph Rukus, Marc Williams, Lillie
Fears, David Harding, Paige Wimberley, Ferebee Tunno, Hong Zhou, Zahid Hossain, Robert
Schichler, Bert Greenwalt, Gauri Guha, Karen Yanowitz
Ex-Officio Members Present: Summer DeProw
Staff Support: Mary Elizabeth Spence, Elizabeth Wakefield
Members Absent: Ali Khalil, LTC Brian Mason (proxy CPT Robert Anderson)
Called to order at 9:01 am by Chair Paige Wimberley

I.
II.

Meeting minutes from October 29, 2018 – The committee deferred approving minutes
until the next meeting.
Dr. Lynita Cooksey’s discussion about the Academic Program vision
Strategy for reviewing Social Science General Education Learning Outcomes and/or
all General Education Learning Outcomes – Dr. Cooksey discussed the method the
Deans have taken to begin preparing for strategic planning which should begin
University wide in the Spring of 2019. The main theme that has emerged from all of
the meetings is that employers are looking for more digitized skills from their
employees and thus the University will need to teach them these skills before the
students graduate. Dr. Cooksey then talked to the committee about what this could
mean for the General Education Program. Dr. DeProw handed out two handouts (see
attached) for the committee to review, one for the ACTS background, and ACTS
Math Review. Dr. Cooksey stressed that we need to make our general education
unique and show that it has an intrinsic value so that students don’t go take the
general education courses elsewhere. Dr. Cooksey also mentioned that currently the
legislature is working on common course numbering for general education courses
across the state and that she has made it known in ADHE that this is not something
she supports. The committee had a large discussion over the ACT Math Review
handout, and the three courses that could be made available for the math general
education requirement. Two of which we have at the university currently, college
algebra and quantitative reasoning, but that a third option would be a freshman or
sophomore level statistics course. Dr. Zhou asked if there are other institutions that
have implemented the lower level stats class and if students their students have been
successful later in their programs. Dr. Cooksey stated that there hasn’t been any
research on this yet, but other institutions have implemented this. Dr. Cooksey stated
that we could gear the stats course towards their specific major to make the course
more relevant to the student. Rebecca Oliver expressed concerned over students that
don’t have to take college algebra, and Dr. Cooksey agrees that we want our students
to take College Algebra, but we also have to recognize that College Algebra is a
gateway course. Dr. Harding stated maybe we should instead of looking at another

course, the University should look at really revamping the College Algebra course.
Dr. Cooksey said that they are working on revamping the College Algebra by doing
co-requisite courses that meet 5 days a week, but still count for 3 hours. The state has
basically said college algebra cannot be the only math course available as a general
education requirement. We need to continue to make sure, because the foundation of
education is our general education that students want to take those general education
courses because we are doing something unique and exciting here. Dr. Guha stated
that until we make them (students and parents) see the intrinsic value of our courses,
they are always going to flock to the cheaper courses. Dr. Cooksey mentioned that
we are now using Civitas to go deeper into the data that we have. Dr. Yanowitz
asked about the general education outcomes and how transfer credit will work if we
add value to the general education courses. Dr. Cooksey replied by stating that we
hope to make our General Education courses significantly different so that we can set
ourselves apart from other places in the state, like UCA and Arkansas Tech.
The committee ran out of time for the day and deferred the rest of the meeting agenda
to November 26th. If we get through the material for this meeting, then we won’t
meet on dead day, but if we don’t we will discuss meeting on dead day as well.
a. Strategy for reviewing Social Science General Education Learning Outcomes
b. Appoint a chairperson
c. Faculty fellow opportunity
Old Business
III.

Sub-committee #3 Presentation
a. ECON 2312 Principles of Macroeconomics-REVISED REPORT
b. ECON 2333 Economic Issues and Concepts

New Business
IV.

Sub-Committee Reports—IF TIME ALLOWS
a. Sub-committee #1: HIST 2763 US History to 1876; HIST 2773, US History since
1876
b. Sub-committee #2: None for this meeting
c. Sub-committee #3: HIST 1013 World Civilization to 1660; HIST 1023 World
Civilization since 1660

If time allows:

Old Business for Future Meetings
I.

Task Force for Book of Committee

II.

ULO Report from Assessment Office

III.

Report from Teaching Award Committee

IV.

Substantive changes to assessment plan discussion

